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Dedication 
 
This book is dedicated to 
• God, the Father, who created the world.  
• Jesus, the Son, who selflessly shed his blood for 

our salvation.  
• The Holy Spirit, who advocates for us and is the 

Power behind our Spiritual Gifts; and  
• Saint Paul, who showed us how the church could 

and should function. 
 
This book is dedicated to people who invest the time 

to Discover their  
• God-given Spiritual Passion; 
• God-given Spiritual Gift; and  
• God-given Relational Style. 

 
Living with this knowledge allows life in God’s 

Kingdom and gives God Glory. We, in turn, experience 
Fruitfulness and Fulfillment — the best two 
characteristics a human can enjoy.  
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I could not have written this book without the 

influence of Bruce Bugbee, Don Cousins, Cypress 
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Each had a part in making my service possible.  

Thank you to those who read the drafts and made this 
book better: James “Buddy” VanWagoner, Michael Hiatt, 
Laura Young, Jim Young, John Peterson, Kristi Gale, and 
Laura VanWagoner. It now sounds far better and 
communicates the power of God. 

I acknowledge the thousands of people who have 
Discovered their God-given Spiritual Gifts, God-given 
Passion, and God-given Relational Style. Also, I recognize 
those in the church that create an environment for Christ-
followers to live Fruitful and Fulfilled lives in the Kingdom 
of God on earth. 

 
 
 
 



Foreword  
 
There is no greater blessing than to know our God and 

Creator through His Son Jesus Christ. And Jesus sent the Holy 
Spirit to be with us, in us, and work through us. And the Holy 
Spirit imparts into each Christ-follower a grace-ability that 
we call a spiritual gift. 

Barry Carroll shares my passion to see God’s desire for 
the church to function as He intended. Knowing and using 
your spiritual gifts are God’s Plan “A” for the church. And 
there is no Plan “B.” 

This is a book that not just needs to be read but to be 
implemented in your life, small group, church, and Christian 
organization. 

Release your God-given passions and find your kingdom 
purpose and motivation. Release your God-given spiritual 
gifts and know the power and grace of the ministry role you 
have been created and called to fulfill. Release your God-
given relational style and be more genuine and authentic 
with others. 

Walk worthy of the calling to which you have been 
called. (Ephesians 4.1) 

Enjoy the journey! 
 

Bruce Bugbee 
RIGHT4 MINISTRIES 
Author of Network and What You Do Best 
www.BruceBugbee.com 



Introduction 
 
For nearly 30 years, God has inspired me to help 

people discover their God-given Passion, Spiritual Gifts, 
and Relational Style. I have had the privilege to preach 
and teach thousands of people about Discovering their 
Spiritual Gifts. Still, I was frustrated until God provided a 
visual illustration that helped me see and communicate 
the beauty and certainty of Spiritual Gifts given to all 
believers.  
 

 
 

God gave me the vision of looking out from the 
podium at a church and not seeing people but instead 
Christmas gifts of all sorts — gifts with beautiful ribbons, 
shiny bows, and diverse wrapping paper. These gifts are 
the Spiritual Gifts given by a most gracious God to the 
local church. Dozens, hundreds, even thousands of 



beautiful gifts given to churches, and the gifts are left 
unopened and unused. 

How heartbreaking. 
Have you ever given a gift to someone who refused to 

open it? Probably not. If it happened, you would 
remember the disappointment. 

Is that what we do with the Spiritual Gifts given to our 
churches? Do we grieve the Holy Spirit who allots to each 
one just as He determines, and we ignore it? Why? 

Churches do not present to their communities as 
spiritually energized, community-changing entities 
because they do not know the tools (gifts) God has given 
them to accomplish their community-influencing 
objective. 

We are satisfied when our churches reach 500 in 
attendance, then 1,000 and 5,000 and 30,000. We do it 
with inspiring, entertaining pastors, state-of-the-art lights 
and sound, sports activities, concerts, and a trendy coffee 
bar in the lobby.  

And the people come. They come as unopened shiny 
gifts. Our churches are thrilled with large attendance 
because it suggests God works mightily and provides 
financial success to grow staff and build buildings. Yet, 
God is not honored by the recognition, application of His 
Holy Word, and the power of the Holy Spirit. The most 
potent and effective tools given to the Church as Spiritual 
Gifts remain unopened.  



Are those people filling our seats and pews living 
Fruitful and Fulfilled lives? Probably not. 

Fruitful is a person in ministry whose work achieves 
the intended mark. Fulfilled is being able to thank and 
worship God that He has given them the privilege to 
move the needle on making a Kingdom difference. 

Do 80% of the people in your congregation know their 
place of service AND live Fruitful and Fulfilled lives? Do 
50%? Maybe 10%? Do you care?  

Serving with Spiritual Gifts is a simple premise, which 
is this book's aim. 

Picture everyone in your church knowing the ministry 
that God gave them, recognizing the uniquely placed 
abilities of others, and everyone working within their Gift 
— backed by the power of the Holy Spirit. This church 
helps people find their God-given place of service and 
their God-given Spiritual Gifts. That is what we should all 
aspire to make real in our churches.  

Imagine your church ministering throughout the 
community, meeting the needs of people. The un-
churched are touched, helped, and relationships built 
with the church wherein the gospel is shared. 

Imagine your church as a spiritually alive place where 
everyone knows their God-given Passion, God-given 
Spiritual Gifts, and God-given Relational Style. Positive 
attention (Glory) goes to Jesus and what He did for us 
when He took all the world's sin and captured it on the 
cross to save us. 



Teach people how to discover their Spiritual Gifts, and 
they will be the hands and feet of Jesus.  

Have you ever considered how a new ministry begins? 
One person or a few became vocal about needs not being 
met. The impetus is their God-given Passion. If churches 
knew their people's God-given Passions, they would have 
hundreds, maybe even thousands of ministries. The 
ministries meet the community's needs, attract them to 
church, and Glorify Christ. 

In the following pages, you will learn how you can 
build on Christ's foundation so that every believer – not 
just paid staff - can be led by the Holy Spirit and discover 
their place of service. This is one of the primary tasks of 
the church. This book will give you the recipe to help all 
Christ-followers understand how to live Fruitful and 
Fulfilled lives. Jesus told us He came so we could have life 
to the fullest! Let us start living this way! 

People who Discover how God has made them and 
given them purpose rank that knowledge as the second 
most important day of their life.  Once they are in 
ministry, a team of horses cannot pull them away from 
serving. It’s about putting the right people in the right 
place for the right reasons. 

  



 
 
The Bible teaches us that each Gift is given by the 

Holy Spirit and distributed to each person as the Holy 
Spirit determines. There are no mistakes. It is perfection. 
It is a Special Ability you possess to serve Christ and your 
neighbors. 

We will review why we are ignorant of Spiritual Gifts 
and understand what the Bible says about them. We will 
explore the merits of the NetWork spiritual gift system 
and share remarkable stories of people and how they use 
their gifts. You will receive specific steps and tools to 
transform your church. We will share a real church story 
where many knew their Gifts and used them for the Glory 
of God.  

The NetWork curriculum has greatly influenced me. 
You will read the language of NetWork throughout these 



pages, and I can confirm its effectiveness through a 
lifetime of experiences, many are shared in this book.  

There are other spiritual gift discovery methodologies 
available online and in the marketplace. I have 
investigated and tested many of the various versions.  

When we mention God-given Spiritual Gifts, we 
include God-given Passion and God-given Relational Style 
as the Network curriculum includes. 

Many churches offer spiritual gift assessments that do 
not include understanding Passion and Relational Style. 

NetWork has always been the easiest to understand 
and provides whole life experiences to bring positive 
attention to our Lord and Savior. 

By the time we finish, you will know everything 
necessary to guide a church and its leadership in fully 
engaging the power of the Holy Spirit in the lives of 
believers. You will be able to see this in action every day. 

We live in a wicked and perverted world. 
Implementing Spiritual Gifts in your church is an answer 
and it will not be easy. Satan will work to thwart it, but 
Greater is He that is in us. It’s time our spiritually gifted 
people live out the power of the Holy Spirit and unleash 
Spiritual Gifts in the church and community. 

Let us unwrap the beautiful gifts, help people find 
their spiritual DNA and let the Holy Spirit change 
believers, our churches, and the world!  

We are built for this! 



 
 
May this book ignite a fire in people and churches to 

change the arc our churches and nation are traveling.  
  



Final Thoughts 
 

A recent church notice invited people to baptism, and 
the invite read: “Baptism is a very important part of an 
obedient relationship with God.” Most church people 
would agree. 

This book, we pray, shows you that Spiritual Gifts are 
a very important part of an obedient relationship with 
God, too. Most churches do not even know it. 

  
Jesus' last words after he died and came back to  

make appearances for 40 days, is captured in Acts 1: 4-9 
and says this: “On one occasion, while he was eating with 
them, he gave them this command: “Do not leave 
Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, 
which you have heard me speak about. For John baptized 
with water, but in a few days, you will be baptized with 
the Holy Spirit. 

“Then they gathered around him and asked him, 
‘Lord, are you going to restore the kingdom to Israel at 
this time?’ 

“He said to them: ‘It is not for you to know the times 
or dates the Father has set by his own authority. But you 
will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you, and 
you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea 
and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.’ 

“After He said this, he was taken up before their very 
eyes, and a cloud hid Him from their sight.” 



 
Please go back and read the yellow highlighted areas 

in order. 
In Jesus' final words on earth (until He returns), he 

talks about power. Power of the Holy Spirit inside us! 
The Gift in us is the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. 

When we use our Gifts, the Holy Spirit is acting through 
us. This gifting is for witnessing to the community and 
world in a way most churches have never considered. The 
design for this is for people to know their Gift and use it 
in the power of the Holy Spirit.  

 
William Barclay, the great Scottish New Testament 

interpreter, wrote a collection of 17 volumes called The 
Daily Study Bible Series. The books amplify the New 
Testament. https://www.logos.com/product/6752/the-
new-daily-study-bible-new-testament-ndsb 

About the Holy Spirit and its power, Barclay wrote: 
“What, then, is the gift and work of the Spirit of God?  
The word for spirit is ruach and ruach, like pneuma in 

Greek, means not only spirit; it also means breath. Breath 
is life; and therefore the promise of the Spirit is the 
promise of life. The Spirit of God breathes God’s life into a 
person. When the Spirit of God enters us, the tired, lack-
luster, weary, defeatedness of life is gone, and a surge of 
new life enters us. 

“This word ruach not only means breath; it also 
means wind. It is the word for the storm wind, the mighty 

https://www.logos.com/product/6752/the-new-daily-study-bible-new-testament-ndsb
https://www.logos.com/product/6752/the-new-daily-study-bible-new-testament-ndsb


rushing wind that once Elijah heard. Wind means power. 
The gale of wind sweeps the ship before it and uproots 
the tree. The wind has an irresistible power. The Spirit of 
God is the Spirit of power. When the spirit of God enters 
into a person, their weakness is clad with the power of 
God. They are enabled to do the undoable, and to face 
the unfaceable, and to bear the unbearable. Frustration is 
banished; victory arrives. 

“The spirit of God is connected with the work of 
creation. It was the Spirit of God who moved upon the 
face of the waters and made the chaos into cosmos, 
turned disorder into order, and made a world out of the 
uncreated mists. The Spirit of God can re-create us. When 
the Spirit of God enters into a person, the disorder of 
human nature becomes the order of God; our disheveled, 
disorderly, uncontrolled lives are molded by the Spirit 
into the harmony of God.” 

 
Let loose the power of the Holy Spirit in your church 

and community! 
  
Wokeness is growing in our country and has silenced 

the Church. What church wants to preach outside its wall 
to a world where evil inhabitants wish to destroy it? Our 
churches are in trouble, and our nation and world.  

The church is broken and has been for a while.  
Elections are fraudulent; news is now propaganda 

after receiving the money to talk optimistically about 



Covid and lying about nearly everything. We have gender 
confusion among young people with 72 genders to 
consider. Christians worldwide are killed at an alarming 
rate, and lawlessness has run amuck in our cities. Open 
borders usher in destruction. Education in schools is 
teaching anti-God rhetoric. And inflation is running away 
as Washington prints fiat money that becomes less 
valuable with every passing day.  

Christ is our only hope! The Holy Spirit is a powerful 
force in us that needs loosed in our people. Help them to 
Discover who God made them to be!  

Christians must unite in understanding their purpose, 
discover how God has gifted them, and use all Spiritual 
Gifts to serve people in and out of the church. This 
reflects positive attention (Glory) to God. It is the power 
of the Holy Spirit that inside us to create a wind to change 
this nation and our world. 

There is a caveat with Spiritual Gift understanding. 
Don Cousins has written about it, and I have experienced 
it. Suppose church leaders (pastors and ministry leaders) 
are NOT on board with assisting people to Discover their 
Gifts, and NetWork is offered as an elective study.  In that 
case, participation may negatively be affected and alter 
how the participant sees God. We must work to prohibit 
this! 

You need Spiritual Gifts as the way you do church — 
no exceptions. 



Do you think the people who mow their lawn, 
participate in sports, or watch TV on Sunday morning will 
ever hear a powerful message about what is going on in 
our churches? 

A church foundation needs to include every individual 
in the church holding a place of service. That is our task. 
We need to figure this out because we allow people to 
live unfilled, in some cases, discouraged and depressed 
lives. 

How can we allow people to sit in a church if they do 
not have a ministry? And if they have a ministry, why do 
we as a church family not know it?  

We need to establish a register and list people's 
Passions, Gifts, and Relational Styles so that others can 
see them, praise God, and use their Gifts to honor and 
Glorify God. 

We allow people to sit in sanctuaries because we do 
not love them! We must first learn the importance of 
love! From there, we need to understand that as 
Christians, we need to know how to be Fruitful and 
Fulfilled and Glorify God. That is our service to the church 
and others.  

It is a complete disservice for a church not to think of 
every conceivable way to incorporate people into service. 
So often, we see every viable way to create ministry and 
hope people come. It is backward.  

Let us take this Spiritual Gift Discovery online if the 
churches do not embrace it. Let us serve together 



through an online portal and let the Holy Spirit change us, 
teach us, and lead us to bring people to Christ and bring 
Glory to our Father. 

Can we break through the corporate church model 
into a spiritual-based church operation where 100% of 
people know what they should do as the hands and feet 
of Christ? 

Be part of the solution! Discover your God-given 
Spiritual Passion, God-given Spiritual Gift, and God-given 
Relational Style (Your spiritual DNA) and live a Fruitful and 
Fulfilled life. 

We are built for this. 
Do you know where to start? 
Would you like me to show you how to Discover your 

God-given Gift, God-given Passion, and God-given 
Relational Style?  

Do you want me to talk to your church leaders? 
Do you want me to train you to lead this in your town 

or city or state? 
Contact me at barrcarr@protonmail.com.  
I am living with ALS, and God only knows how much 

time I can help you see the importance of Spiritual Gifts. 
Call or email me today at 813-731-8718. 

 
My prayer for you all: 
My Lord, I am your servant and have written this book 

at your command. Answer me, Lord, answer me, so these 
churches will know that you, Lord, are God, and that you 

mailto:barrcarr@protonmail.com


are turning their hearts back again. In the Holy and 
Matchless name of Jesus is this request made. 
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Barry Carroll placed his faith in 
the Lord Jesus Christ as Messiah 
as a teenager. A youth pastor at 
the church he was attending 
had been disciplining him, and 
at the prompting of the Holy 

Spirit, the pastor led Barry in the sinner’s prayer. 
Years later, Barry made a second commitment, this 

for the next 12 years, to study and pursue the things of 
God. During this time, Barry read, studied, and 
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